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the declaration is declared to be wrong and unfounded by this
Court. That is the reason why we thought it necessary to state
in unmistakable terms that the learned Sessions Judge's declara-
tion of the rights of husbands in this regard has no foundation,
so that no one may rely upon that in future as any justification
or excuse for beating wives/'

It has to be confessed with shame that even educated
husbands are not free from the belief in the right of hus-
bands to treat their wives as chattels and beat them when-
ever they feel the impulse to do so. Would that this
judgment would show them that such treatment of wives
is a remnant of barbarism !

Harijan, 3-10-'36

43
WOMEN AND ORNAMENTS
[Address delivered before a small gathering of Sinhalese ladies
at Colombo.]
When Mahendra came to Ceylon the children of the
motherland were not starving either materially or spiri-
tually, our star was in the ascendant, and you partook of
the glory. The children are starving today, and it is on
their behalf that I have come with the begging bowl, and
if you do not disown kinship with them but take some
pride in it, then you must give me not only your money
but your jewellery as sisters in so many other places have
done. My hungry eyes rest upon the ornaments of sisters,
whenever I see them heavily bedecked. There is an ulterior
motive too in asking for ornaments, viz. to wean the ladies
from the craze for ornaments and jewellery. And if I may
take the liberty that I do with other sisters, may I ask
you what it is that makes woman deck herself more than
man ? I am told by feminine friends that she does so for
pleasing man. Well, I tell you, if you want to play your
part in the world's affairs, you must refuse to deck your-
selves for pleasing man. If I was born a woman, I would
rise in rebellion against any pretension on the part of man